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Pastor’s Message 
 
One of the gifts I received this Christmas was a 
question card game called “Vertell?s.” In 
Dutch, the word “vertellis,” from which the 
name of the game derives, means “tell us 
more.” At the front of the box, it says “Less 
small talk, more genuine conversations.” And 
that’s precisely what happened one night at the 
dinner table when we pulled it out with 
Katherine’s entire family, whom we got to 
spend meaningful time with this holiday season. 
 
As we head into a new and exciting year, I want 
to share some of the questions posed by this 
card game, and I hope you will “tell us more” in 
the days to come as to how you would answer 
these questions. Looking at the past year in 
retrospect: What is one of the most valuable 
lessons you learned in 2019? What was your 
most memorable day? With the knowledge you 
have now, what would you have done 
differently? Looking ahead to the upcoming 
year: What will you do for the first time in your 
life in 2020? What do you want to spend less 
time on? Which habit do you want to carry into 
next year? What will you do to make the 
upcoming year better than last year? 
 
As we say goodbye to 2019 and say hello to 
2020, I’m looking forward to all that’s ahead 
for Montville UMC. This is not only a new 
year, but a new decade filled with untold 
potential, and I’m leaning into the God who is 
able to do “immeasurably more than all we can 
ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20).  Who knows 
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 Small Group Ministry 
 Upper Room Sale 
 Skylands District Leadership Training 
                           
     Coming in February!  Save the Date! 
           Join us for our joint fundraiser with Boonton 
           that will be hosted at our church: Valentine’s  
           Dinner on Sat., Feb. 8th from 5:30-7pm. Menu 
           will be: Rotisserie chicken pot pie; Cornbread; 
           Salad; Dessert & Drink. Tickets will be avail- 
           able around January 12th. 
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what God has in store or what God can do in 
and through us as individuals and as a church. 
Thus, I pray God would open our hearts wide 
and expand our imaginations, shattering and far 
exceeding any expectations we might have of 
the coming year. 
 
If you are sometimes tempted to have negative 
“What if?” trains running through your mind 
though, what if you flipped those negative 
thoughts into positive statements? The week 
before we rang in the new year, I made a 
conscious effort to write down 20 positive 
what-if statements in my journal. What if 2020 
is the best year yet? What if I have the least 
stress and anxiety I’ve ever had? What if some 
of my bad habits get curbed? What if God gets 
ahold of people in my family and community 
like never before? What if…What if…What if? 
 
Starting Sunday, January 19th, we will be 
pondering anew what the Almighty can do as 
we head into our newest sermon series, with 
lots of exciting opportunities to start our year 
off right. Whether it’s a four-week small group 
going through a book called “Earn. Save. 
Give.: Wesley’s Three Simple Rules for 
Money” or a gathering in the Montville 
parsonage each week with a special meal 
followed by intentional conversation around 
health and wellness, new opportunities will 
abound. We hope you will take advantage of 
these opportunities, along with others that will 
be going on, as you reflect on what walls in 
your own life need strengthening or rebuilding, 
as was the case for God’s people in Ezra and 
Nehemiah, books of the Bible we’ll be 
journeying through together in this upcoming 
season.  
 
I believe God wants to “tell us more” than 
we’ve ever heard before. I believe Christ wants 
to help strengthen and rebuild our weakened 
and demolished walls in our lives and world. 
And I know the Holy Spirit will be with us and 
guide us through every step of the new year  
and decade ahead. So, won’t you join the
  
                                                                                             

conversation and the journey ahead? Let’s 
ponder anew what our amazing God can do. 
 
With high hopes for 2020, 
Pastor Donald Kirschner 
 
Join Us for Our On-going Small Group 
Opportunities 
 
Monday Evening Bible Study: Every 1st & 3rd 
Mondays at 7:30pm 
Faith & Fellowship: Every Tuesday at 10am in 
Fellowship Hall 
Senior Fitness: Every Tuesday at 2pm in 
Fellowship Hall 
United Methodist Women:  2nd Saturday at 10am 
in Fellowship Hall 
 
Upper Room News 
 
The “upper room” will be holding our next sale 
of gently used clothing and household items on 
Saturday, January 25, 2020 from 8:30 am -12:30 
pm upstairs in the education building. We have a 
large selection of wonderful treasures for all ages 
and sizes.  Profits from our sales go to local 
mission projects.  Donations and volunteers are 
always welcome.  For information call Laurie 
Briggs 862-228-4684 or Marilyn Ziegler 973-
641-3587. 
 
Church Roof Fund Update 
 
Good News!!! 
 
Just a few short years ago, recognizing that the 
church roof would need to be replaced, the 
Trustees began the church roof fund campaign to 
raise $40,000.  And now, with the donations of 
many wonderful people we are ¾ of the way to 
our goal.  The church roof fund is now $30,600! 
 
The Trustees want to thank everyone who has 
supported this effort.  We are on track to reach 
our goal and we could not do it without all of 
you.   THANK YOU! 
 
God is good. 
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Note from the Finance Team 
 
As of January 1, 2019, we received 14 pledges 
from individuals and families in our 
congregation, which is less than what we 
normally receive. If you haven’t expressed 
your 2020 giving commitment to Montville 
UMC yet, we encourage you to do so this 
month. If you’ve never pledged in the past, we 
invite you to consider letting 2020 be the first 
year you do so, as it helps our Finance Team 
tremendously.  Pledge cards can be given or 
pledge amounts expressed to Debbie Stoeckel, 
our treasurer, or Juan Carvajal, our finance 
chair. If emailing your 2020 pledge 
commitment is easier, you can contact either of 
them at deborahstoeckel@optonline.net  or 
juan.carvajal@gmail.com. 
 
This year, our church will likely not be 
ordering new giving envelopes. As of now, we 
have five packages of unused envelopes 
available, and many people who got a package 
of envelopes last year will be reusing theirs this 
year, considering most have leftover envelopes 
that can be recycled in that way. If it turns out 
we could use one or two more, we will order 
some on a small scale.  But let us know if you 
need some giving envelopes, and we’ll be sure 
to get some into your hands! 
 
On another note, we are looking to increase the 
number of people on our counting team, which 
are the people who count the money in our 
offering plates after service on Sundays. As of 
now, we only have two individuals serving in 
this way.  We could use at least two more 
(preferably four more), to help lighten the load 
and spread the responsibility.  Let us know if 
you’d be interested in helping with this 
important ministry and being part of a rotation.  
What you do counts, and it certainly would in 
this role! 
 
From the bottom of our hearts, we want to 
thank everyone for their commitment, 
generosity, and investment in moving 
Montville UMC forward. We couldn’t have 
 

done it without you in 2019 and we can’t wait to 
see what God has in store for 2020! 
 
A Message from the Trustees 
 
I want to thank the trustees for their work this 
year: Bob Wieland, Carol Bessler, Joe Zelman, 
Richard Stone, Pete Deley, Reid Anderson and 
Linda Anderson, whose term is over after 6 years 
(Thank you, Linda!) and thanks also to Pastor 
Donald. A welcome returning addition to the 
Trustees for 2020 is David Jones. 
 
We have worked hard and accomplished a lot 
this year. We replaced 2 parking lot catch basins, 
new items to improve the Ed Building heating 
system, removed 10 dangerous trees, supported 
church railing, fixed kitchen cabinets, installed 
11 feet of additional radiator fins in the church 
(adding approx. 7,500 BTUs of heat),  installed 
15 new ballasts and bulbs in Fellowship Hall 
(saving approx. 125 watts/light), along with some 
painting, patching, trimming and a bunch of 
other items. The help the church received from 
you, the congregation, on the “Church Work 
Day” was fantastic! I pray you can help again 
this year. 
 
Hundreds of hours were spent planning and 
organizing the work, the contracts and 
contractors, and then physically doing the work. 
We spent around $21,000 on the various needs of 
the church. Our first major expenditure for this 
year is an unexpected parsonage roof 
replacement.  Please note that we are not using 
any of the church roof fund money for this 
expenditure.  We have been blessed with good 
planning in the past on investments, and some 
answered prayer.  The reality is that the Trustees 
have a very limited source of income and we are 
getting tight with available funds. Please pray 
that things continue to go well so that, for our 
part, we can continue to make progress for God’s 
church. 
 
Blessings and Peace! 
 
Ron Gilbert – Trustee President 
 



 4 

 
 

NEW Sermon Series with Unique & Special Opportunities Starting This Month! 
 

Starting January 19th, we invite you to ponder anew what God can do as we begin our newest 

Sunday sermon series! We will learn what it means to rebuild and/or strengthen various 

aspects of our lives, whether physical, financial, spiritual, or other, with practical, unique 

opportunities to help rebuild what’s been broken or needs reworking, as we look at and think 

about how God’s people rebuilt & strengthened their own walls in Ezra & Nehemiah. 

 

On Tuesday evenings from 6:00 to 7:20 pm, starting January 21st, we invite you to a special 
dinner at the Montville UMC parsonage, with intentional dialogue surrounding health and 

wellness as we journey through ideas and wisdom each week from a book called  
“The Daniel Plan: 40 Days to a Healthier Life.” 

 
Also on Tuesday evenings, from 7:30 to 8:30 pm in the Montville parsonage, will be a small 

group focused on financial health as we discuss the book “Earn. Save. Give.: Wesley’s Simple 
Rules for Money.” The first 5 people to sign up for either opportunity will get “The Daniel 

Plan” book for $9 and the “Earn. Save. Give.” book for $7. Sign up for one or both today by 
emailing Pastor Donald at pastordonalk44@gmail.com or calling him at (973) 771-9511!  

	

	 	 	
	

Additionally, there will be a 5-week Zumba class starting Monday, January 27th  
at 7:30 pm in the fellowship hall of Boonton UMC. 

 

With everything we will have going on during our newest sermon series, we will hold off on the small group 
gatherings focused on “Finding Our Way Forward” and learning what it means to function from an “Outward 
Mindset” until the end of February/early March. However, if there are one or two individuals willing to lead a 

Sunday morning gathering in late January/early February, whether before or after worship, Pastor Donald would 
welcome that, and would give any appropriate information needed to lead. 

 
Check out the following to find out more about the books we’ll be delving into soon! 

 

The Daniel Plan is far more than a diet plan. It is an appetizing approach to achieving a healthy lifestyle by 

optimizing the five key essentials of faith, food, fitness, focus, and friends. Unlike the thousands of other books on 

the market, this book is not about a new diet, guilt-driven gym sessions, or shame-driven fasts. Your path to 

holistic health begins here, as Pastor Rick Warren and fitness and medical experts Dr. Daniel Amen and Dr. 

Mark Hyman guide you to incorporate healthy choices into your current lifestyle. 

 

In “Earn. Save. Give.” John Wesley boils fiscal responsibilities down to just three rules: Earn all you can. Save 

all you can. Give all you can. Sounds simple, right? Yes, but not easy, especially in today’s culture. This 21st 

century translation of Wesley’s money management philosophy will give everyone a new way to think about 

money for the rest of their lives, and much more. 
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An Invitation to Anyone Thinking of Joining Our Church  
 

Are you new to Montville UMC? Have a resolution to get more plugged into the life and ministries of our church 
in 2020? Do you feel God may be calling you to make MUMC your home? Even if you're simply curious to 

learn more about Methodism, our church, and what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, we hope you'll mark 
your calendar and consider joining us for a special three-week class on Sunday, March 8th, 15th & 22nd from 7 to 
8 pm. See Pastor Donald if interested. But, in the meantime, we’d love to connect, talk, and find ways for you to 

be involved that would be meaningful to you and impactful for others. 
 

A Helpful Resourcing Opportunity 
 

Skylands District Foundational Leadership Training Day 
Saturday, January 25th, 9am-12:45pm at Sparta UMC (71 Sparta Ave., Sparta)  

 

There will be 12 different workshops/learning opportunities, including: Dinner Church, The Work of the SPRC 
Committee, Church Finance & Stewardship 101, The One Board Model for Congregational Leadership, How to 
Become More Effective Trustees, The Art of Digital Storytelling in Worship & Ministry, Building an Inclusive 
Church, Small Group Ministry for Your Church Community, Spiritual Renewal for the Stressed Out Worker, 

Outreach & Witness, From Mission Gestures to Mission Engagement, and Tilling the Ground for Youth 
Ministry. We hope some of you can join us for this great learning opportunity! 

	
What's Going on in the Neighborhood? 

 
Community Dinner & Memorial Service to Honor Victims of Jersey City Shooting 

Join us on Sunday, January 12th at 5 pm at the Pine Brook Jewish Center  

(174 Changebridge Rd., Montville) one month after the tragedy in Jersey City  

occurred, for a dinner and memorial service. Dinner will be free, but a special  

collection for families of the shooting victims will be taken up. Register at pbjc.org. 
 

The Dark Night of the Soul: The Spiritual Side of the Opioid Crisis 
Wednesday, January 29th at 12 noon at St. Michael’s Medical Center Annex Building,  

306 Dr. MLK Jr. Blvd., Newark, NJ. Sponsored by THIRST Initiative.  
Complimentary parking and shuttle at 174 Orange St., Newark.  

RSVP by emailing rlhealthguide@gmail.com or calling (862) 485-8811. 
 

Rise Against Hunger Meal Packing 
GNJ is calling 3,000 people to join the conference-wide effort on Sat, March 21st to pack half a million meals in 

one day! There will be several different locations where this will be taking place, and we hope you can join us! 
Pastor Donald is making the first group sign-up this month. If interested, let him know if you haven't already! 

 

2020 Community Connection: Sponsored by Rotary Clubs in our Region 
An event spreading awareness and connecting the community to addiction resources 

Mark your calendars now for Thursday, April 18th, 7-8:30pm at Morris Knolls High School Auditorium, for one 

of the biggest awareness events of its kind, with countless key-note speakers and a plethora of organizations to 

offer resources & help for individuals/families affected by the reality of addiction. Free event with light dinner. 

 
Relay for Life 

See Pastor Donald if you’re interested in being part of a MUMC/BUMC team, as we will be starting to form and 

gather members for our team this month! This year’s event will be Sat, June 6, 2020 from 5 to 11 pm at MTHS. 



 6 

JANUARY 2020 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

  
 1 

Happy New Year! 
2 3 4 

5 
9:30 Worship/ 
Communion/ 
Sunday School  
 

6 
Bible Study – 
7:30 pm 

7 
Faith & Fellowship – 
10 am 
Senior Fitness – 2 pm 
Last Songs of the 
Season Small Group 
– 7 pm 

8 9 
Trustee Mtg – 7 pm 

10 11 
UMW Mtg – 10 am 

12 
9:30 Worship/ 
Sunday School  
 

Dinner & Mem. Svc at 
PB Jewish Center – 5pm 

13 
 

14 
Faith & Fellowship – 
10 am 
Senior Fitness – 2 pm 
St. Albert’s – 7 pm 

15 
Girl Scouts – 6:30 
pm 

16 17 
Open Mic Night – 
7:30 pm - 
Boonton 

18 

19 
9:30 Worship/ 
Sunday School  
 
New Sermon Series 
Begins! 
 
 

20 
MLK Jr. Day 
 
Bible Study – 
7:30 pm 

21 
Faith & Fellowship – 
10 am 
Senior Fitness – 2 pm 
Dinner & Daniel Plan 
– 6 pm – Parsonage 
“Earn. Save. Give.” 
Study – 7:30 pm - 
Parsonage 

22 23 24 25 
Upper Room -    
8:30 am 
 

Leadership Trng Day 
- 9 am – Sparta UMC 
 

Food, Praise & 
Healing – 6:30 pm - 
Boonton 

26 
9:30 Worship/ 
Sunday School  
 

Grant Writing Wkshp – 
1:30 pm – Wayne UMC 
 

Confirmation Class –  
4 pm – Caldwell UMC 
 

27 
New ZUMBA 
Class Begins – 
7:30 pm - 
Boonton 

28  
Faith & Fellowship – 
10 am 
Senior Fitness – 2 pm 
Dinner & Daniel Plan 
– 6 pm – Parsonage 
“Earn. Save. Give.” 
Study – 7:30 pm - 
Parsonage 

29 
 
Spiritual Side of the 
Opioid Crisis –      
12 noon - Newark 

30 31  

 


