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Pastor’s Message 
 
The Art of Waiting: In Quietness and Trust 

 
Lately, the theme of waiting has been stirring 
within me. And so, naturally, I couldn’t wait to 
share this month’s pastor’s note with you…I’ll 
wait patiently for that last sentence to sink in. 
Isaiah 30:15 tells us, “in returning and rest you 
shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be 
your strength.” As we have been thinking on 
Sunday mornings about rebuilding what’s 
broken and strengthening what’s weak in our 
lives, I wonder how Isaiah’s words might be 
able to speak into our situations, especially 
when the waiting period grows long and our 
trust and hope start to diminish in the midst of 
devastating destruction, continual setbacks, or 
overwhelming opposition. 
 
Just two chapters later, in Isaiah 32:16-20, 
we’re told “the effect of righteousness will be 
peace, and the result of righteousness, quietness 
and trust forever.” There are those words again: 
quietness and trust. But Isaiah says these are the 
result of righteousness. Now, usually when we 
think of righteousness, we think of moral 
conduct and good character. Or we may think of 
righteousness as it is often portrayed in the New 
Testament, as our justified and forgiven stance 
before God, made possible by grace through 
faith in Jesus Christ. But righteousness is more 
than just being good or having a right standing 
before God. Righteousness in the Old 
Testament is often understood as how we are in 
covenant with God and how God is in covenant  
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with us. And according to Isaiah, there is a 
peace that is wrought in us through such 
righteousness, and it is in this righteousness, in 
our covenant relationship with God, that we 
find quietness and trust. Even the city of God is 
described in Isaiah 33:20 with some similar 
language: “Your eyes will see Jerusalem, a 
quiet habitation, an immovable tent, whose 
stakes will never be pulled up, and none of 
whose ropes will be broken.” The description 
of being unshakable and unable to be broken 
stirs up trust. And regardless of their current 
reality, this destination God’s people were 
heading toward would be one characterized by 
quietness and peace. 
 
When the prophet Isaiah was talking about 
finding strength in quietness and trust, he was 
speaking to people who were not putting their 
trust in the message from God that was being 
communicated, people who refused what was 
being offered to them. I wonder in what ways 
we have refused returning and resting in God, 
and thus, forgone quietness and trust. And if 
peace is wrought from God through 
righteousness, what peace have we forsaken in 
our covenant relationship with God? I can 
often struggle to wait and rest in quietness, and 
the anxiety that can sometimes consume my 
mind and clutter my heart can be one of many 
indicators that I am not functioning out of a 
place of trust. 
 
Countless psalms express this reality of 
waiting—“And now, O LORD, what do I wait 
for?” (Psalm 33:17); “But it is for you, O 
LORD, that I wait” (Psalm 38:15); “I waited 
patiently for the LORD” (Psalm 40:1). But the 
beauty of our God is that, like many of the 
cries given in the midst of waiting, at the end 
of Isaiah’s message to God’s people in Isaiah 
30:12-17, good news comes. For in Isaiah 
30:18, the prophet starts a new message from 
God, saying, “The LORD waits to be gracious 
to you.” In other words, the LORD will, 
ultimately, be merciful and will come through. 
God wants to be our salvation. God wants to be  
                                                                                             

our peace and our righteousness. God is waiting; 
God longs to be gracious to us. Mindful of this, 
how will we choose to wait for God? Will it be in 
quietness and trust, or will it be in unrest and 
anxiety? As we strive to continue strengthening 
and rebuilding the things within and around us, 
how will we choose to respond to our God, who 
is waiting for us? To conclude, I offer the words 
from “Be Still, My Soul,” hymn #534 in our 
United Methodist Hymnal. May they still your 
waiting soul in quietness and trust: 
 
Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side. Bear 
patiently the cross of grief or pain; leave to your 
God to order and provide; in every change God 
faithful will remain. Be still, my soul: your best, 
your heavenly friend through thorny ways leads 
to a joyful end.  
Be still, my soul: your God will undertake to 
guide the future, as in ages past. Your hope, your 
confidence let nothing shake; all now mysterious 
shall be bright at last. Be still, my soul: the 
waves and winds still know the Christ who ruled 
them while he dwelt below. 
Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on when 
we shall be forever with the Lord, when 
disappointment, grief, and fear are gone, sorrow 
forgot, love's purest joys restored. Be still, my 
soul: when change and tears are past, all safe 
and blessed we shall meet at last. 
 
Join Us for Our On-Going Small Group 
Opportunities 
 
Monday Evening Bible Study: Every 1st & 3rd 
Mondays at 7:30 pm 
 
Faith & Fellowship: Every Tuesday at 10 am in 
Fellowship Hall. We have started a new study by 
Max   Lucado, “Unshakable Hope.”  Please join 
us! 
 
Senior Fitness: Every Tuesday at 2 pm in 
Fellowship Hall 
 
**Due to the Skylands District Stewardship 
Resourcing Day happening on Feb. 25th, Faith & 
Fellowship and Senior Fitness will not meet that 
Tuesday.** 
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Upper Room News 
 
Many thanks to all who helped with the “upper 
room” sale on January 25th.  Your donations 
and volunteering enabled the sale to be a 
successful event. We made about $267, despite 
the weather, and made several new connections 
as well. 
 
Valentine’s Dinner 
 
Sat., Feb. 8th, 5:30 -7 pm 
 
This dinner is a joint fundraiser of Boonton 
UMC & Montville UMC and will be held at 
the Montville Church, 29 Whitehall Rd., 
Towaco, NJ. Tickets are $20 for adults & 
anyone age 12 and up; half portion & price 
($10) for children ages 6-11.  Menu is chicken 
pot pie, cornbread, salad, dessert and drink. 
Pot pie & cornbread is being provided by 
Boston Market, dessert by Boonton UMC and 
salads by Montville UMC. 
   
Join us for a memorable and delicious evening!  
 
 Call and leave a message at (973)334-8275 or 
email office@boontonumc.com to reserve 
your ticket by Tuesday, Feb., 4th. 
 
Covenant Creation Sunday: February 16th 
 
On Sunday, February 16th, we invite you to 
Covenant Creation Sunday at our normal 
worship time of 9:30am. Just as God’s people 
in Nehemiah 9:38 renewed their covenant with 
God after rebuilding the walls around their 
city, we want to invite you to participate in a 
covenant creation process with a slightly 
different worship experience than normal. In 
the midst of all the division and differences 
surrounding the topic of human sexuality in the 
UMC, and mindful of all the feedback people 
gave, our conference decided to move away 
from pilot congregations, and instead, to 
encourage congregations to create covenants 
that speak to how they will choose to be in 
ministry with others, especially those in the  
 

LGBTQ+ community. No matter what side of the 
fence you land on when it comes to gay marriage, no 
matter how you interpret Scripture, and no matter how 
you feel about what our United Methodist Book of 
Discipline says, we need all perspectives at the table 
to inform our conversation and covenanting process. 
 
Looking Ahead to Lent 
 
After kicking off the Lenten Season by joining us 
for our Ash Wednesday Service at 7:30 pm on 
February 26th at Montville UMC, we invite you 
to join us for a special joint service with Boonton 
UMC at 11 am on Sunday, March 1st. Our church 
will be the host once again.  And get excited! 
Because from 8:30-10:30 am and from 6:00-9:00 
pm that Sunday, the church will be open, as there 
will be a large prayer labyrinth set up in our 
fellowship hall, giving people in the 
congregation, as well as the surrounding 
community, a chance to partake in a very 
unique and meaningful spiritual experience.  
Please let us know if you can sign up for one of 
the hour-long shifts to be the designated security 
person. And in regards to experiencing the 
labyrinth yourself?  You won’t want to miss out 
on this special opportunity! Also, we hope you’ll 
mark your calendars now and consider joining us 
every Thursday evening in March for our Lent 
Small Group. More information will be coming 
next month.  And know that the invitation for our 
special small group gatherings in February, 
whether the Dinner and Daniel Plan Discussions 
or “Earn. Save. Give.” Study on Tuesday 
evenings, are still open for anyone to join any 
week. 
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FEBRUARY 2020 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 

9:30 am Worship/ 

Communion/ 

Sunday School  

 

Pick up subs and 

soups! 

 

3 

Bible Study – 

7:30 pm  

 

Zumba – 7:30 

pm - Boonton 

4 

Faith & Fellowship – 

10 am 

Senior Fitness – 2 pm 

Noon –RSVP Deadline 
for V-Day Dinner 
Dinner/Daniel Plan – 

6 pm - Parsonage 

Earn. Save. Give. – 

7:30 pm – Parsonage 

5 6 7 8 

Valentine’s Dinner – 

5:30 pm – 7pm - 

Montville 

9 

9:30 am Worship/ 

Sunday School 

 

Confirmation/Opioid 

Crisis Presentation – 

Montville - 4 pm  

 

 

10 

Zumba – 7:30 

pm - Boonton 

11 

Faith & Fellowship – 

10 am 

Senior Fitness – 2 pm 
 

Dinner/Daniel Plan – 

6 pm - Church 

Earn. Save. Give. – 

7:30 pm - Church 

12 13 

Trustees – 7 pm  

(if needed) 

14 

Happy 

Valentine’s Day! 

15 

16 

9:30 am Worship/ 

Sunday School  

 

Covenant Creation 

Sunday during service 

17 

Bible Study – 

7:30 pm  

Zumba – 7:30 

pm - Boonton 

18 

Faith & Fellowship – 

10 am 

Senior Fitness – 2 pm 

Dinner/Daniel Plan – 

6 pm – Parsonage 

Ad Council – 7:30 pm 

19 

Girl Scouts – 6:30 

pm 

20 21 22 

Food, Praise & 

Healing – 6:30 pm - 

Boonton 

23 

9:30 am Worship/ 

Sunday School 

 

Confirmation – 

Montclair – 4 pm 

 

 

24 

Zumba – 7:30 

pm - Boonton 

25 

Skylands Stewardship 
Resourcing Day – 9am 
 

Finance Team Session 
- 7pm – Montville 
 

Dinner/Daniel Plan – 
6 pm – Parsonage 

26 

Ash Wednesday 

Service – 7:30 pm - 

Montville 

27 28 29 
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What’s Going on in the Neighborhood? 

 
 

NARCAN Training & Special Opioid Awareness Presentation 
 
On Monday, February 10th at Blue Foundry Bank (448 Main Rd., Towaco) from 10 am 

to 3 pm, we invite you to not only get NARCAN training from Hope One, but for 
anyone to get access to detox, rehab, mental health services, recovery services, and 
more.  Also, for those interested, our confirmation class and their families will be 

having a special presentation on the opioid crisis at Montville UMC from 4-6pm the 
day before, on Sunday, February 9th. Others in the congregation and community are 

welcome to attend this informative and helpful conversation! 
 
 

Rise Against Hunger Meal Packing: Saturday, March 21
st
  

 
Join us as we pack half a million meals across the state of NJ in one day! We will be 
gathering at Sparta UMC (71 Sparta Ave., Sparta) on Saturday, March 21st to do so. 

There are three different time slots — 9-11 am, 12-2 pm, or 3-5 pm — and each person 
is encouraged to commit to just one time slot. We will car-pool from the church for 

anyone going during the first timeframe. A donation of $20 is recommended for every 
person who volunteers, in order to help offset the cost of the food and materials being 
packaged. But please don’t let the finances be an issue. If interested in going, you can 

sign up today by emailing Pastor Donald at pastordonaldk44@gmail.com or by 
signing up in fellowship hall on Sundays. 

 
 
Relay for Life: Saturday, June 6

th
,  5-11 pm at Montville High School 

 
See Pastor Donald or sign up in fellowship hall if interested in being part of our 

Montville UMC/Boonton UMC team! And if interested, know that Ellen Brody Decker, 
who is heading up this year’s event, will be coming to our church for a brief 

informative presentation from 7:15-7:25pm before Ad Council on February 18th. 
 


