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I care deeply about each of you, and I care 
deeply about Greater New Jersey and the 
church…I am hearing from many people right 
now who are concerned about our way 
forward…“Our congregation is barely making 

it, and these conversations will tear us apart.” 

“If we make this change, what will be the next 

change?” “What happened to the church I grew 

up in? We were welcoming and accepting. Now 

we are getting harsh and mean spirited.” “How 

is it that all of a sudden, the church can change 

what it has believed for more than two thousand 

years?” “I do not understand homosexuality, 

but we should not treat gays and lesbians like 

we are treating them.”…The comments remind 
me of the work we are doing to turn the church 
outward and see everyone as a person and that 
everyone is valuable, a child of God… 
 
In the shalom community, in the kingdom of 
God, when one hurts, we all hurt. When one is 
held back, we are all held back from being fully 
human, fully a child of God. When one is 
discriminated against, we are all discriminated 
against. I pledge today that as we seek a way 
forward in one area, it will not diminish my 
leadership and efforts to continue to do the 
work to end privilege, oppression and  
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discrimination. As we face into our way 
forward ministry, there will be no winners 
today. All of us will lose something. There is 
nothing easy about our way forward. It keeps 
me awake at night, it sets me on edge during 
the day. It keeps me wrestling with my love for 
Jesus, my love for the church, my love for you 
and my calling to be a bishop and a pastor. As 
the bishop of GNJ, I am a pastor of the 
LGBTQ community. And I am and will 
continue to be the bishop and pastor of all of 
GNJ.  
 
Today, there are people among us, me 
included, that believe all people can have 
loving caring relationships. I believe a man and 
a woman, a man and a man, a woman and a 
woman can share love and make a home where 
God is honored. Today, there are people among 
us, me included, that believe God calls people 
to ministry regardless of their ethnicity, gender, 
class and sexual orientation. I personally have 
witnessed God using people in congregational 
leadership and as clergy persons regardless of 
their gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, 
national status and age. 
 
I recognize we all do not share the same 
beliefs. Good people of faith will disagree. I 
have never found the people of the United 
Methodist Church to completely agree with 
any number of significant beliefs or policies 
within the church. I welcome and thrive in the 
midst of difference. I learn from difference and 
continue to be shaped by other ideas, beliefs 
and understandings. I also recognize that 
change is difficult – whether it be change 
within the community that affects the church or 
change within the church that affects the 
community.  Today in the midst of challenge 
and struggle to find a way forward, I choose to 
be a pastor as I serve you and the church as a 
pastoral bishop. Being pastoral is being 
graceful. Grace is not cheap; it is born through 
sacrifice. 
 
Church trials concerning homosexuality are not 
graceful. Trials create division, pain and harm  

to the mission and witness of the church. Trials 
use valuable mission resources. Nothing good                                                               
comes from trials. Trials hurt everyone. Trials of 
LGBTQ people and their supporters divide the 
church. Trials hurt the witness of Jesus Christ. 
No trial ever stopped someone from being gay. 
No trial ever stopped someone from being 
Wesleyan…Trials push faithful lay and clergy 
people out of The United Methodist Church. 
Trials of LGBTQ people and their supporters 
push out United Methodists with valuable gifts 
that are needed and wanted by congregations — 
and I believe by God as well. Today as a bishop 
who humbly claims his first calling as a pastor, I 
share with you that I will not forward complaints 
for trial against LGBTQ people who serve the 
church or those who bless gays and lesbians in 
marriage. I believe it is the pastoral action to 
take. The LGBTQ community should not live in 
fear of what the church will do to them because 
they pursue their calling or because they want to 
serve people, or because they seek God’s 
blessing because all people are of sacred worth. 
 
I care about the church and believe that the 
church is in a vulnerable place right now. We 
face shifts that leave our leaders and disciples 
struggling to connect with the people in our 
communities about who God is, who Jesus is and 
why people need the church. For more than 20 
years, we have been experiencing a decline in 
people and money. Can the church handle more 
change? 
 
I have found God works most powerfully 
through me when I am most vulnerable. I have 
witnessed that when the church has been most 
humble and outward, God has used the church 
for greater glory. I have witnessed that when we 
are most challenged, God is ready to work 
through the opportunities the challenges present. 
I have witnessed that in dying we are saved; we 
are resurrected. While individually we may be 
challenged to live in and through change, the 
church of Jesus Christ has more often thrived 
when it has been humble, turned  
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outward and prayerfully ready to see the  
opportunities God is presenting in the midst of 
the change. Change is not the issue. Who we 
will be in the midst of the change is the test of 
our faith. 
 
Today the GNJ Way Forward Team is asking 
us for our prayers and space for our 
congregations to thrive. They ask for sacred 
space to allow congregations who are ready, to 
develop a covenant for ministry with LGBTQ 
persons. At the same time, the Way Forward 
Team wants to provide room for other 
congregations to make covenants based on 
their convictions that will help their 
congregations thrive. And while each covenant 
may be different, each will hold sacred their 
commitment to God, to each other, their 
community and our connection together. I will 
support all of our congregations and their 
covenants. 
 
Although the covenants may be different, some 
will affirm our present disciplinary standards, 
others will enter into new ministry with the 
LGBTQ community. I anticipate they will lead 
to stronger ministry as our congregations thrive 
in our shared mission to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. When developing a covenant, we invite 
you to ask important questions: Who is God? 
Who is Jesus? Why do people need Jesus? 
Why do people need your congregation? If 
these questions lead you only to talk about 
homosexuality, there’s a problem. If the 
questions lead your congregation to better 
understand yourself, your community and how 
God is leading your congregation into the 
community to be in ministry with people, to 
see every person in your community as a child 
of God, then you are on the path. A Wesleyan 
path. A path I believe we can travel together… 
  
Today I shared with you my commitment to be 
the pastor and bishop of all of GNJ and how I 
will be pastoral in my leadership. It is at great 
risk and may be misunderstood, but it comes 
 

after prayer, listening, reading scripture and 
choosing the harder path. Friends, we can make 
this work. We can be faithful to God and rely on 
God to lead us through this time. We can bless 
our congregations to thrive in ministry. We can 
create space for congregations to covenant with 
God to be in ministry with and by LGBTQ 
persons. We can support congregations who want 
to have graceful conversations about their calling 
and convictions. Just as the Council of Jerusalem 
in Acts 15 gave permission to Paul not to require 
new Gentile Christians to follow all the laws, 
particularly circumcision, so too we can make 
way for congregations to create covenants that 
allow ministry with the LGBTQ community…” 
The “time has come again for us to be bold and 
sensitive, to be courageous and humble, to be 
convicted and searching. 
 
Today, I take my own step, and I invite you to 
take a step with me. I will not forward 
complaints concerning homosexuality for trial. I 
will not participate in the ongoing harm and 
division of our church. I will not participate in 
excluding faithful United Methodists, faithful 
and fruitful LGBTQ United Methodists from 
serving God. I will not prevent caring, loving 
LGBTQ people who, in the United Methodist 
tradition, want to enter into a covenant with God 
and one another. I will lead to create space and 
room for all our clergy to be pastoral in their 
context and for all of our congregations to 
develop the ministry that will help them thrive in 
their context.  
 
The Way Forward Team is calling us to take a 
courageous and humble step. A bold step and a 
sensitive step. A step of conviction and a step of 
searching. A step that recognizes differences 
among us. A step that says we may not all 
believe alike, but we can love alike and we can 
serve together. Let the love and service begin 
with us. 
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Small Group Opportunities 
 
Monday Night Bible Study: Every 1st & 3rd 
Monday at 7:30 pm.  Join us as we study 
the book of Ephesians! 
 
Faith & Fellowship: Every Tuesday in 
Fellowship Hall at 10 am.  On Nov. 5th, we 
will be deciding on our Advent Study.  Join 
us! 
 
Senior Fitness Group:  Every Tuesday at 2 
pm in Fellowship Hall. 
 
United Methodist Women:  Saturday, 
November 9th at 10 am in Fellowship Hall. 
 
Fifth Friday: Morristown Soup Kitchen 
 
Interested in being involved in an upcoming 
service opportunity at the Morristown 
Community Soup Kitchen on Friday, 
November 29? Call Kim Scott at (973) 876-
0703 to let her know if you would like to help 
us serve food from 11 am – 1 pm that day.  
 
OR  
 
Are you interested in helping to offset the cost 
of food purchased for our Fifth Friday service 
opportunity? You can donate by marking a 
check (or envelope with cash) with “Soup 
Kitchen” on the memo line.  
 
Upper Room News 
 
Many thanks to all who helped with the 
September 28th “upper room” sale. Your 
donations, sorting, sales help and coming to 
shop all helped to make our sale a huge 
success. 
 
The “upper room” helped 2 local families in 
need with warm clothing during October. Your 
generous donations are helping others! 
 
 
 

Sneaker Drive 
 
Remember our Used Sneaker Drive in August & 
September?  Well, all sneakers have been packed 
up & shipped off.  With your donations and those 
from the Montville Twp. community, we 
collected nearly 300 pounds of sneakers!!!  
Most of these sneakers will be reused and a small 
portion of them will be recycled.  Thank you 
all!! We not only helped provide sneakers for 
those in need but also helped our environment by 
reusing & recycling! 
 
A Note from our Membership Secretary 
 
Dear MUMC Members and Friends, 
 
Happy 64th Anniversary! 
Carol Bessler (1955) 
Happy 37th Anniversary! 
Donald Blasi (1982) 
Linda Blasi (1982) 
Happy 25th Anniversary! 
Chris Auten (1994) 
Keith Auten (1994) 
Happy 24th Anniversary! 
Deborah Gamsby (1995) 
Happy 23rd Anniversary! 
Karen Butler (1996) 
Happy 22nd Anniversary! 
Matthew Gluck (1997) 
Jamie Titus (1997) 
Phillip Whitman (1997) 
Happy 17th Anniversary! 
Carol Mohsenin (2002) 
Margaret Vanderkooi (2002) 
Happy 13th Anniversary! 
Colleen Briggs (2006) 
Laurie Briggs (2006) 
Deborah Stoeckel (2006) 
 
Please reach out to someone from this list with 
well wishes and congratulations! 
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We still need your help!!! We have received 
returned mail with ‘no forwarding addresses’ 
for the members listed below. Please review 
the names and send me an email at 
dir714@verizon.net if you have a current 
address for any of these members.  Your help 
is appreciated: 
 
Karen Butler (last address – 18 Redding Place, 
Towaco, NJ) 
     Erin, Gregory, and Mallory Butler 
 
Thomas Cerullo (Last address – 8 Stephens 
Ave., Lincoln Park, NJ) 
 
Casey (nee Gobla) Conti (Last address – 145 
Stonetown Rd., Ringwood, NJ) 
 
Stephanie (nee Marsnick) Dickel (Last address 
– 1317 Fort Meyers Dr., Apt. 301, Arlington, 
VA) 
 
Devon (nee Trainor) Hoff (Last address – 220 
Maplewood Ave., Richmond, VA) 
 
Pam Jacobs (Last address – 1500 Rachel 
Terrace, Apt 26, Pine Brook, NJ)    
     Allison and Jennifer Jacobs 
 
Lauren (nee Marsnick) Leatherman (Last 
address – 1510 12th Street North, Apt.502, 
Arlington, VA) 
 
Michelle Marsnick (Last address – 215 E. 96th 
St., Apt. 19B, New York, NY) 
 
Alec Spellman (Last address – PO Box 266, 
Montville, NJ) 
 
George Adam Tokarski III (Last address – 808 
Main Rd., Towaco, NJ) 
 
Pam & Robert Whyte (Last address – 15 Indian 
Hill Rd., Towaco, NJ) 
 
Blessings, 
Darlene Irwin  
                                                                                            

What’s Going on in the Neighborhood? 
 
Montville Township Veterans Day Event: 
Monday, Nov. 11

th
, 11 am - 12:30 pm at the Tank 

Monument at the Community Park. 

 

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service:  7:30 pm, 

Tuesday, November 26
th
, Montville Reformed 

Church. 

 

Darren Clark Jr. Memorial Purse Bingo: 
Friday, Nov. 22

nd
, 7-9 pm at 84 Broad St., 

Bloomfield.  RSVP by Nov. 18
th
 to 

info@darrenmemorial.com .  They work to raise 

awareness in the area of mental health and will 

be helping us with our upcoming Label Free 

Creative Arts Contest. 

 

Towaco Shop Hop:  Saturday, December 7
th
, 11 

am - 4 pm.  Montville UMC will be one of the 

spots to stop!  Join us for caroling, hot 

chocolate, and an Ugly Sweater Contest!  Willing 

to help?  See Pastor Donald to ask how! 
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Join us for our November 
Sermon Series! 
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NOVEMBER 2019 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

Dinner & Silent 
Auction – 5:30 pm 

3  All Saints Sunday 
9:30 am Worship/ 
Sunday School/ 
Communion 
 
Confirmation – 4 pm - 
Boonton 

4 
Bible Study – 
7:30 pm 

5 
Faith & Fellowship – 
10 am 
Senior Fitness – 2 pm 
 
Worship Planning 
Mtg. – 7 pm 

6 
VBS Planning Mtg. 
– 10 am - Boonton 

7 8 9 
UMW Mtg. – 10 am 
 
Holiday Boutique –  
9 am - Boonton 

10 
9:30 am Worship/ 
Sunday School  
 
 

11 
Veteran’s Day 
 

12 
Faith & Fellowship – 
10 am 
Senior Fitness – 2 pm 
St. Alberts – 7 pm 

13 14 
Trustees – 7 pm 

15 
Open Mic Night – 
8 pm - Boonton 

16 

17 
9:30 am Worship/ 
Sunday School  
 
Confirmation – 4 pm – 
Caldwell 

18 
Finance Mtg. – 
6:30 pm 
 
Bible Study – 
7:30 pm 

19 
Faith & Fellowship – 
10 am 
Senior Fitness – 2 pm 
 
Ad Council – 7:30 pm 

20 
Girl Scouts –  
6:30 pm 

21 
Evening with the 
Bishop – 7 pm – Little 
Falls UMC 

22 23 
Dessert & Silent 
Auction – 7 pm - 
Boonton 

24 
9:30 am Worship/ 
Sunday School  
 
Christmas decorating 
after service 
 

25 26 
Faith & Fellowship – 
10 am 
Senior Fitness – 2 pm 
Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service 
– 7:30 pm – Montville 
Reformed Church 

27 28 
Happy Thanksgiving! 

29 
Soup Kitchen – 
11 am 

30 
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