
 1 

The Circuit Rider 
MONTVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

29 Whitehall Road, Towaco, New Jersey   07082 
Office  -  973-334-1603/Pastor’s Cell  -  973-771-9511 

E-mail:  pastordonaldk44@gmail.com 
Website:  www.montvilleumc.org            June 2021 

 
 

Pastor’s Message 
 

Not Too Shady  
 
At the beginning of Scripture, in the book of 
Genesis, we’re told of a garden called Eden 
with many trees (Genesis 2:9). At the end of 
Scripture, in the last chapter of Revelation, 
we’re told of a tree of life looming large in the 
heavenly realms (Revelation 22:2). And in the 
middle of all this, at the center of our Bibles, we 
find the book of Psalms, which opens with the 
image of a tree, and how those who delight in 
God and God’s words will be like a firmly 
rooted tree, yielding fruit in season and 
displaying leaves that don’t wither (Psalm 1:1-
3).  
 
Thus, in the opening, middle, and end of our 
Bibles is this imagery of trees, the roots of 
which, I believe, weave their way all throughout 
Scripture and our lives. Trees are something we 
are always seeing, whether it’s out our 
windows, on our drives, or during our walks. As 
Jesus used common things in his parables and 
teachings to his followers, so God gave us the 
imagery of something familiar in Scripture that 
generations would see and relate to: trees. Not 
to mention, Jesus, as a carpenter, would be very 
familiar with wood. And from cradle to cross, 
the Savior of the world was found either 
surrounded by or suspended on wood, which, 
for us, would mean the splintering off of our sin 
once and for all, so that we might be rooted and 
reconciled to God, protected from anything that  
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might try to uproot us in the future, standing 
strong in our new natures and identity in 
Christ. 
 
For the month of June, we’re going to be 
surrounded by trees, for we will be worshiping 
outside (so long as it’s not raining!) before 
going indoors again for the hotter months of 
July and August. Although we won’t be solely 
focused on trees for our next sermon series, 
which will be titled “Sheltered,” during the 
month of June we’ll be highlighting special 
stories in Scripture that are all connected to 
trees or shade in some way and/or the idea of 
being sheltered. Whether it’s the story of the 
three visitors that arrive at Abraham’s doorstep 
and are provided literal and figurative shade, 
the story of Gideon who was called by an angel 
of the LORD sitting in the shade, the story of 
the disciple whom Jesus saw under the fig tree, 
or the story of grumpy Jonah who had a thing 
or two to say when God took away his shade, 
we hope you’re as excited as our worship team 
is! Also, during our 9:30am Sunday services, 
we’ll invite our children to hear a special 
children’s message, as we learn about a 
different tree each week and what that tree has 
to teach us. And June will be a month jam-
packed with special things, for we’ll be having 
a Sunday Fun Day after service on June 13th 
and Graduation Sunday on June 20th. It’s an 
exciting season and we hope you can join us 
for all that’s ahead! 
 
Just as the big branches and leaves of a tree 
provide shade and shelter from the heat of the 
day, so too are we covered by God and given a 
cool place to sit, no matter how hot the literal 
or figurative weather of our lives may be. As 
you join us for all that we have in store for the 
month ahead, I pray that you would feel 
sheltered by God, protected from that which 
would seek to uproot you, and find a cool place 
in the shade to rest. For it is often in the midst 
of the shade that God encounters us, or from 
the shade that God calls us. I also pray that 
you, like the trees in the soil around you,  
                                                                                            

would firmly root yourself in the God beneath, 
above, and around you, the God who gives more 
life, shade, and protection than even the tallest 
and most firmly rooted trees.  

  
Grounded in Christ, 
Pastor Donald 

 
All You Need to Know for Outside 

Worship for MUMC: June 2021 
 

 
Things to bring 
 
-Lawn chair (or other chair) to sit on 
-Water to keep yourself hydrated 
-A Bible if you want to follow along for the 
Scripture reading 
 
Helpful notes for outside worship 
 
-Bulletins will be provided to all those who 
come. 
-No masks will be required while we are 
worshiping outside in the month of June. 
However, people are still welcome to wear masks 
if they choose to. 
-We will continue to have our services available 
through Zoom for those who cannot be present 
with us in person. While we are outside, we are 
going to have our services streamed through 
Facebook Live instead of being recorded and 
uploaded to YouTube. 
-If it happens to rain or thunderstorm on a week 
we were planning for outside worship, we will 
head inside. 
-We will be worshiping in the most shaded area 
of the parking lot between the dumpsters and the 
ramp leading to the front of the church. 
-Rows and spots to place chairs down and sit will 
be marked with tape. Couples or family members 
from the same household are welcome to sit 
together. 
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-If you do not have a lawn chair or other chair 
that is easily carried, the church can provide 
you with one if given advance notice. Please 
call Linda Anderson at (973) 632-5509 or 
Tammy Martone at (201) 410-7862 if you need 
a chair. 
 

Information for those joining our 
worship service through Zoom 
 
The live video link for those worshiping from 
home will be the same as it has been in the 
past: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8537182720?pwd=b
mdLSEhCOGVOdzNSU0J2azcvM1QvZz09 
 
As will the information be for those joining via 
Zoom with their phone: 
1) Dial 1-646-876-9923 
2) Enter Meeting ID: 853 718 2720 followed 
by # 
3) Press # again 
4) Enter Password: 29626 followed by # 
 
We look forward to seeing you for worship in 
June! 
 
Sincerely,  
MUMC’s Regathering Team 
 
Sponsor a Mow 
 
All summer long, we are inviting donations of 
$50 or $100 to go toward cutting the lawns of 
our church and education building. Simply put 
“Sponsor a Mow” in the memo line of your 
check if making a donation toward this.  Please 
consider sponsoring a mow to beautify our 
property! 
 
Relay for Life 
 
Montville Township’s Relay for Life is 
happening virtually this month on June 16th and 
17th from 7 to 9pm each night, and we’re 
excited to announce that our church has 
created a team!  All are welcome and able to 
 
 

join.  Just reach out to Pastor Donald at (973-
771-9511 or pastordonaldk44@gmail.com 
to express your interest in becoming part of our 
Relay for Life team. And along with your 
participation on June 16th and 17th, we’d love 
your help in raising awareness and funds for this 
great cause! 
 
 
Thank You! 
 
Thank you to all those who helped to provide for 
the next year of Youth Ministry in our church 
with the donations that came in to support our 
Christian Ed Leader position.  We received 
$1900 toward this end, which is 50% of what we 
need to sustain this ministry for the year ahead.  
Thank you for your generosity and for investing 
in the next generation of disciples! 
 
Sincerely, 
MUMC Finance Committee   
 
 
 Many thanks to the Trustees and other church 
members  who gave so much of their time and 
energy to make  repairs and upgrades to the first 
floor of the education building in May.  
Some of the tasks accomplished include: state 
required boiler work; electrical and plumbing 
repairs/fixture replacement; wall repair, 
spackling, and painting; and, repairs/painting  of 
the heating baseboards.  
 
Thank you to Bob Wieland, Ron Gilbert, Richard 
Stone, Reid Anderson and Matt Ziegler! 
 
Blessings!! 
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JOIN US FOR A BOOK CLUB 

at Montville United Methodist Church 

 
Every Wednesday from July 7th - August 4th        

(5 weeks) 

2:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
 

We will be reading: 

Love Story 

 The Hand That Holds Us 

 from the Garden to the Gates 

By Nichole Nordeman 
 

Please speak with Karen Ausland or email her if 
interested: karenausland@yahoo.com 

 

This book is available on Amazon 

but can be ordered for you. 
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JOIN US FOR 

Sunday Fun Day 

Sunday, June 13th 

10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

 
This is the last day of Sunday School and we’d like 

to celebrate with everyone! This will also be the 
Sunday we welcome and celebrate our newest 

members to MUMC. All are invited to join! 
 

We will have games and food outside. 

Food will be served by Renee and Karen. 

Families can sit together at their own table. 
 

Please speak with Karen Ausland 

If you plan to attend or have any questions. 
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 Rent-A-Methodist 
 

 
 
 
Have random chores, yard work, or odd jobs at home you need help 
with? Want something crafted, designed, or cooked? Need financial 
advising, garden consulting, or health advocacy? Do you just need 
someone to talk with? Other? Whatever you need, a United 
Methodist can probably provide it! 
 
At NO COST to those in our community, we are offering services 
that will help to benefit and bless others. Rent-a-Methodist today! 
Leave a message at (973) 334-8275 or email Pastor Donald at  
pastordonaldk44@gmail.com if you have something you’d like help 
with. 
 
 
 
 

UMC 
 

 
 
 

   LET US 
HELP YOU! 

 
WE ARE HERE 
TO HELP!  
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June 2021 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 
 

 
  

1 
Faith & Fellowship 
Luncheon –  
11:30 am 

2 
Joint Church Bible 
Study – 11:00 am 
on Zoom 

3 4 5 
Music & Movie at 
Boonton UMC –  
2 pm 

6 
9:30 am Worship/ 
Sunday School  
Holy Communion 
 

7 8 9 
Joint Church Bible 
Study – 11:00 am 
at Boonton/ Zoom 
Option 

10 11 12 
Yard Sale at 
Boonton UMC – 
9 am – 3 pm  

13 
9:30 am Worship/ 
Sunday School  
Reception of  
New Members 
 
10:30 am – Sunday 
Fun Day 
 

14 
 

15 16 
Joint Church Bible 
Study – 11:00 am 
at Boonton/ Zoom 
Option 
 
Relay for Life 
(virtual) – 7-9 pm 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
Relay for Life 
(virtual) – 7-9 pm 

18 19 

20 
9:30 am Worship 
Father’s Day/ 
Graduation Sunday 

21 22 
Ad Council Mtg. – 
7:30 pm 

23 
Joint Church Bible 
Study – 11:00 am 
at Boonton/Zoom 
Option 

24 25 
Music & Movie 
at Boonton UMC 
– 6:30 pm 

26 

27 
9:30 am Worship 
 
 
 
 

28 29 30 
Joint Church Bible 
Study – 11:00 am 
at Boonton/ Zoom 
Option 

   

 


