
Special Pastor’s Note: Unlucky 13 Never Looked So Good 
 
 The Covid 19 is real, even more than the Freshman 15 people talk so much about. Therefore, following 
Christmas, we invite you to join the running reverend for, not 12 days of Christmas, but 13 days of fitness, as 
we strive to finish this year off well and start the next one off right. Unlucky #13 never looked so good as at the 
precipice of a new year.  
 Because it’s been an unlucky year, from December 26th through January 7th, Pastor Donald is going to 
run an unlucky amount: 13 miles, 13 days, 13 towns, 13 different types of pasta. We are not asking you to run 
13 miles each day with him, but we are inviting everyone to have fun with this by either 1) Walking, jogging, or 
or walking a mile each day (which will amount to about 13,000 steps by the end of the week) or 2) taking 
13,000 steps each day (which amounts to about 6.5 miles a day). For each person that completes challenge #1 or 
#2 (you can complete the first 2 times or the second 13 times), they will be put into a drawing for a 2020 
dumpster fire ornament that the 13 winners can cherish next year and the years to come with much love and 
reminiscing. 
 But even in the midst of an unlucky year, and at the cusp of a new one, we believe miracles are 
everywhere. And so, this time, the running reverend is raising money for the Miracles Everywhere Campaign 
through our Greater New Jersey Annual Conference. Each day on Pastor Donald’s Instagram 
@CrossCountryClergy, a story will be shared that highlights some aspect of the work and impact of the 
Miracles Everywhere Campaign, whether it be through hurricane relief, pandemic relief, creating hope centers, 
investing in the next generation of disciples, or developing pastoral leaders in Tanzania. He will also try to post 
some things to Facebook at times over the course of the 13 days. 
 On a different, but related note, when the pandemic hit, our new ministry/outreach called “Hungry to 
Whole” was unable to launch. Inspired by John Wesley’s Holy Clubs and “The Daniel Plan” book we went 
through together in January and February, we planned to have a weekly “Wholly Club” gathering grounded in 
Psalm 107:9: “God satisfies the thirsty and fills the hungry with good things” (NIV). But this new ministry is 
something we now plan to birth in September of 2021. This is an outreach that will not only seek to fill people 
spiritually, but integrate their whole selves in a way that honors God and helps others. For our goal is to nurture 
body, mind, and spirit wellness within the context of a faith community that extends that message of healthy 
and wholistic living beyond the walls of the church. Leading up to September, as this baby is growing in the 
womb, we will be doing different things, mainly during the summer months, that will promote it and reach out 
to the community. But this running reverend opportunity is the first fun thing of its kind. So, we hope you will 
stay healthy and whole during this pandemic and that you may find fun ways to go from hungry to whole each 
and every day. 
 More information will be revealed in the months to come, but until then, we hope you’ll join this crazy 
pastor of yours at the end of this year and at the beginning of 2021. You can donate to the Miracles Everywhere 
Campaign between December 26th and January 7th by going to our website at montvilleumc.org, clicking the 
“Give Online” button or the “Give” tab, and clicking “Running Reverend/Miracles Everywhere” in the drop 
down. You can also donate by mailing a check with Miracles Everywhere in the memo line to PO Box 66, 
Towaco, NJ 07082. And stay tuned for other exciting things we want to invite you to be a part of in 2021! 
 
 
Health, Holly & Wholeness, 
Pastor Donald Kirschner 
 
 
P.S. At 7pm on Sunday, December 27th, there will be a special Holiday Trivia Night hosted by Pastors Donald 
and Katherine. We invite you to jump on Zoom at the following link to share the joy and fun of the season with 
us—https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8537182720?pwd=bmdLSEhCOGVOdzNSU0J2azcvM1QvZz09—or to use the 
following information to dial in: 1) Call 1-646-876-9923, 2) Enter Meeting ID: 853 718 2720 followed by #, 3) 
Press # again, and 4) Enter Password: 29626 followed by #. Merry Christmas, everyone! 


